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You're looking at a picture of Nevada’s newest modern mining town—Rio Tinto. It came 
into being in northern Elko County because a huge copper deposit was found there: 
Fout years ago only jack rabbits, sagebrush, and some rattlesnakes made it their home. 





Architectural design in the modern mining town has changed materially since the days of the 
Comstock boom in Nevada, 50 odd years ago. This eight-unit apartment house, three 
rooms and bath each, radio, and electric refrigerators, replaces the old one-room shack. 
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SWOEOREWE NEVADA CALLS TOURISTS 


SIDE from its abundant sunshine and 

EX its great economic possibilities 

enhanced by the absence of complex 

State taxes, Nevada possesses a wealth of 

natural scenic features which are unique in 

character but just as definitely typical of the 
West. 

Vast mineral wealth lies undeveloped in 
the State’s great expanse of mountain ranges 
while the valley lands and mountain flanks 
provide areas for cattle and sheep raising on 
a major scale. Favorable soil embraced in 
reclamation areas has possibilities for 
expanded agricultural development. Innu- 
merable natural wonders are contained with- 
in the State’s borders while cultural projects 
have been completed by its citizens which 
transform a desert area into an important 
productive and recreational section of the 
Nation. 

Whether it be the gigantic hydroelectric 
project at Boulder Dam, the huge copper 
workings in the Ely district, newly discov- 
ered mines in other districts, great cattle 
ranges scattered all over the State, the dude 
ranches, lakes, forests, rugged mountain can- 
yons, numerous natural hot water springs, or 
gorgeous natural scenery, enjoyment of all of 
these features has been made possible and 
more accessible by reason of the fact that 
Nevada has constructed excellent hard- 
surfaced highways during the past ten years. 


A well-planned network of roads serving 
all sections of the State has been conceived 
and constructed and is now successfully pro- 
gressing towards its greater and more com- 
prehensive objective. 

Of this network four main highways 
traversing east and west are designated as 
the Victory (U S 40), the Lincoln (U S 50), 
the Roosevelt (U S 6) and the Arrowhead 
Trail (U S 91) while two north and south 
arterials are already completed and known as 
the International Four States Highway, U S 
93 in the east and U S 395 (Nevada 3) in 
the western section of the State. 

The gate of entry into Nevada for both 
the Victory and the Lincoln is at Wendover 
on the western fringe of the great salt flats 
at the Utah-Nevada State line. At Wend- 
over the two highways separate and then 
course parallel across the State. 

From Wendover to Wells, Victory High- 
way first crosses Silver Zone Pass at an 
elevation of 5,940 feet, then climbs over 
Pequops Summit at 6,980 feet elevation 
before reaching the town of Wells, a supply 
center for extensive cattle-grazing regions. 

West of Wells this hard-surfaced highway 
continues to Elko, another center important 
for its cattle and sheep grazing and shipping 
as well as mining interests. ~ Both of these 
towns have modern tourist camp facilities. 

Elko is also the junction point for the 


NEVADA, one State without an income tax, a corporation tax, an inheritance tax, a gift tax, a sales tax. 


With cheap power, and liberal mining, corporation, taxation, and other laws. 


_ WELCOME TO NEVADA, 
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Here’s the fisherman’s dream come true. 
pounds. 


the hungry trout jump at the hook, two at a time. 





They represent a day’s catch in the Ruby Lakes of Nevada. 








Some of these mountain trout weigh better than three 
One fisherman insists 
That’s his story and he'll stick to it. 





Mountain City road running north to serve 
the sensational new copper mines at Rio 
Tinto. Lofty Ruby Mountains lie south of 
Elko. In the Ruby Lakes fishing is good and 
the recreational and scenic features superb. 
Victory Highway then follows the Hum- 
boldt River west along the historic Emi- 
grant Trail, courses through a picturesque 
canyon to Carlin where rock pinnacles have 
been delicately sculptured by wind action. 
Here too, fossils of sea coral hundreds of 
millions of years old have been found in the 
limestone. Located 600 miles from the 
Pacific Ocean and at an elevation over a mile 
above sea level, it is difficult to realize that 
marine waters of a distant geological past 
once washed over the land which is now 
termed a desert. ; 
Proceeding westward Victory Highway 
crosses Emigrant Pass at an elevation of 
6,121 feet before reaching Battle Mountain, 
a small but important central Nevada town. 
Farther west Winnemucca is entered on a 
down grade run. From Winnemucca, named 
after an old Nevada Indian chief, a branch 
road courses northward through Paradise 


Valley and also a portion of the Humboldt 
National Forest. Winnemucca is the center 
of extensive mining activity at the present 
time. A county road northwest serves the 
Awakening gold mining district in the 
Slumbering Hills, about 35 miles distant. 
Starting off this new gold mining camp a 
$10,000,000 deal was carried through about 
a year ago. Farther southwest the Victory 
serves the Rye Patch reclamation project. 
Waters of the Humboldt are impounded 
behind Rye Patch Dam and used to irrigate 
extensive alfalfa and potato producing acres 
in the Lovelock Valley. Later the highway 
courses over Humboldt Sink, and serves the 
natural hot water springs resort 50 miles 
west. 

The next town reached is Fernley. First 
contact with the Truckee River is made a 
short distance west of Fernley and from there 
the highway parallels the Truckee into Cali- 
fornia. At Wadsworth, nearby, a branching 
road leads north to Pyramid Lake and the 
Paiute Indian Reservation. Fishing in Pyra- 
mid Lake is fine and the fish are of unusual 
size. 








Three stages of agriculture in Nevada are shown here. First the sagebrush is cleared from the 
fertile soil, then the ground is smoothed and plowed for seed planting. Water, supplied 
through the laterals, reclaims the desert land and brings a variety of good crops at harvest. 
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West of Wadsworth the Victory traverses 
the fertile Truckee Valley which is rimmed 
with mountains that later close in to form 
a narrow but picturesque canyon. Emerg- 
ing from this canyon, the highway continues 
through a scenic region to Sparks, a railroad 
town. 

Victory Highway then serves Reno, the 
famous city on the Truckee, with its hotels, 
parks and playgrounds, churches and schools. 
Reno is a modern city with a thoroughly 
cosmopolitan people. Dude ranches in the 
adjacent regions supply real western atmos- 
phere and surroundings for the enjoyment 
of vacationists. 

Reno is surrounded by scenic attractions 
of great interest. One can drive over the 
highly picturesque Mount Rose highway to 
beautiful Lake Tahoe, or take the valley road 
to Carson City, or ascend the Geiger Grade 








to visit Nevada's most historic shrine at 
Virginia City on the Comstock Lode. Hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in gold and silver 
were taken from the great Comstock Lode. 
The Geiger Grade route forms a skyline 
scenic loop trip which can be made readily 
in a day’s travel. This loop includes Virginia 
City, Carson City, Clear Creek grade, Lake 
Tahoe, the Mount Rose highway and back 
into Reno. 

At Carson City, 30 miles south, the 
traveler finds many interesting things. 

The Capitol, housing the executive and 
legislative branches of State government, the 
Supreme Court Building, and the various 
other departments are centered in this pictur- 
esque town having high mountains as a 
western background. In the State Prison 
yard are found well preserved prehistoric 
footprints of a dinosaur, also a giant sloth, 





The peaceful scene depicted above is along a main canal near Fallon, center of an important 


farming area in Churchill County, Nevada. 
of the Nation’s first reclamation endeavors. 





As a part of the Newlands Project, it is one 
Impounded water serves the district by canals. 





6 NEVADA HIGHWAYS AND PARKS 





[MarcH 1938] 





Like low-hung clouds, steam rises from cracks in the earth’s crust at Steamboat Springs, in 


Truckee Meadows, ten miles south of Reno. 


The puffing sound and columns of vapor 


emitted from these narrow, deep fissures suggested a steamboat to the first white visitors. 


while natural hot springs flow from ground 
fissures at several places in the nearby region. 
Hundreds of Indian relics, including some of 
the famous Dat-So-La-Le baskets are on dis- 
play at the Capitol and always arouse the 
interest of visitors. 

The State capital is also served by the Lin- 
coln Highway. This highway climbs the 
scenic Clear Creek grade to Lake Tahoe and 
then over the State line. 

East of Carson City the Lincoln serves one 
of the largest agricultural areas in the State. 
It is known as the Newlands Project, and 
behind its Lahontan Dam are impounded 
hundreds of thousands of acre-feet of water 
for supplying ranching needs. Fallon, a 
modern city, is supply center for the district 
which produces dairy products, beef cattle, 
fruit, melons, and poultry. 

East of Fallon the hard-surfaced Lincoln 
covers many miles on its way to Ely. Along 
the route the traveler passes through Austin 
and Eureka, mining camps with thrilling 
historical backgrounds. 

Ely, Ruth, Kimberly, and McGill form a 
group of sizeable communities which are 
important standbys for working the great 





copper deposits in that region. The great 
copper pit at Ruth is always a source of deep 
and colorful interest. 

East of Ely, on the flank of Mount 
Wheeler, limestone caves of gigantic propor- 
tions have been found. They are known as 
Lehman Caves, and compare in size to Carls- 
bad Caverns or the Mammoth Cave. 

South of Ely tourists travel over U S 93, a 
hard-surfaced highway, one of the primary 
north-south routes connecting Yellowstone 
Park with Boulder Dam. Cathedral Gorge 
and several other State parks are served by 
this route, as well as the towns of Caliente 
and Pioche in Lincoln County. 

Retracing the route and pointing west- 
ward from Ely on U S 6, motorists will find 
a smooth stretch of highway for almost 200 
miles across a great expanse of desert country 
before reaching Tonopah. Traveling south 
on Nevada 3, Goldfield is reached. 

Both of these camps were ushered into 
being with great excitement during the early 
years of the present century and maintained 
the thrills for a few years until the ore 
diminished. Both camps, however, are still 
producing in a steady substantial manner. 





Round Mountain, a small desert community in Nye County lies at the base of a mountain of 
that name. It represents a typical small Nevada town sprawling peacefully on the desert, 
surrounded by sagebrush ranges. Gold discoveries in the region gave origin to the town. 





From the general outline of the rocky island, pictured here; projecting 300 feet above the 
water, Pyramid Lake, 35 miles northeast of Reno, received its name. Besides splendid fish- 
ing, it has many strangely weathered rock formations along shore as well as on the islands. 
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The Grand Palace is one of the many huge chambers found in Lehman Caves near Ely, in 
eastern White Pine County. In these partly explored, but very large, caverns are found 
innumerable delicately tinted travertine pendants and projections of picturesque forms. 











“Oh, what is so rare as a day in June, then if ever come perfect days,’ to meet at the old swim- 
min’ hole and spend many lazy and happy hours basking in the sunshine. This reminder 
of childhood days was taken at a popular resort near Caliente, Lincoln County, Nevada. 





Eastgate, in Churchill County, is located near two of the old Pony Express Stations burned by 
the Washoe Indians in May 1860. “Pony Bob” Haslam, intrepid rider, once dashed full 
speed through a band of Indians blocking the way in this region without a shot being fired. 
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YOU CAN NOW GOWE WHE ESO we 


HUGE bulk of concrete wedged across 
Black Canyon on the Colorado, known 
as Boulder Dam, changed the whole 

aspect of the southern Nevada desert in the 
neighborhood of the river. Besides its use 
for flood control and generation of power, 
it has been the key which opened a door 
into one of the great scenic treasure houses 
and recreational areas of the world. The 
recreational area holds secrets which a turbu- 
lent stream had locked up and jealously 
guarded through countless ages. As a con- 
sequence of this taming of a wild river, 
treasures embracing a variety of scenic mar- 
vels, the like of which are to be found 
nowhere else in the world, are now accessible 
for public enjoyment. Except to a very few 
hardy explorers these secrets, until Mead 
Lake was formed, had been inaccessible. 
Now the general public can view and enjoy 
them from the air, by boat, on horseback or 
by automobile. By virtue of the spreading 
out of a vast expanse of water over the 


desert, in varying depths and far reaching 
fingers, the new recreational area has been 
created. 

Only a few men actually knew the numer- 
ous twists and turns, the deeply cut chasms, 
whirling pools, jutting rocks, waterfalls, 
treacherous cascades, suck holes, and sudden 
floods peculiar to the Colorado. These men 
also knew of the scenic features and were so 
impressed by their experiences they told the 
world. Explorers usually came downstream 
with the current. None, however, had made 
the passage upstream. 

Until Boulder Dam blocked the river's 
flow and backed up its waters into a quiet, 
bulging lake, the journey upstream was an 
impossible undertaking. For the greater part 
of the way toward the river’s masterpiece— 
the Grand Canyon—a route is now available 
for safe general public travel. 

Boats can ascend the river over 100 miles 
and penetrate the Grand Canyon for a dis- 
stance of more than 25 miles. When the 


Riding the trail on horseback to the wooded high places is a popular outdoor recreation in the 
Indian Springs and Charleston Park district, as well as other sections of southern Nevada. 
Trails wind uphill to forest clearings which overlook expansive vistas of lower country. 
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water reaches its maximum level at Boulder 
Dam even greater penetration will be made 
possible. 

Mountain scenery of inexpressible gran- 
deur on all sides is found up the river. Ade- 
quate bathing beaches, speed boat courses 
with aquaplaning as an added thrill are like- 
wise available and will be further developed; 
the lake spreading out over the desert above 
the dam has been stocked with 
many kinds of fish and created a 
fisherman's paradise, while good 
hunting grounds for waterfowl 
invite sportsmen during season. 

Airplane trips up the river are 
made on regular schedules and 
include flights over the entire 
length of the Grand Canyon. 
Emergency fields between the 
airport terminals have been 
established. At some of these 
landing fields the planes zoom 
upward to alight, reversing the 
usual procedure. 

In addition to air and water 
routes splendid highways have 
been built, and are constantly 
being extended toward various 
parts of both rims of the river's 
gorge. 

Making the trip upstream 
boats pass innumerable places 
of interest. At many of these 
places landings can be made for 
closer observation. Leaving the 
dock at Regatta Bay on Mead 
Lake, not far from Las Vegas 
and Boulder City, Nevada, the 
nearest points of approach, some 
of the more striking scenic 
features to be observed on the 
trip include the following: Paint 
Pot Bay where the famous Paint 
Pots can be seen along shore. 
In Las Vegas Wash, a spacious 
inlet, there is a small island, now 
emerging 75 feet above the water line which 
will some day be entirely under water. Pin- 
nacle Bay and Red Rock Bay are passed 
before the journeying boat enters Boulder 
Canyon, the site originally selected for the 
placing of the huge dam. 

Proceeding toward the mouth of the Vir- 
gin River, on the Nevada side, which now 
feeds into Mead Lake, passengers on an 





Mead Lake has become a fisherman’s paradise. 
like those you see in the bottom of the sportsman’s canoe are 
plentiful and will weigh up to four and six pounds each. 
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upper lake cruise are attracted by the honey- 
combed mountains with numerous balanced 
rocks. The craft passes through a narrow 
Opening into Wishing Well Cove, where, 
legend proclaims, “A wish is well made, if 
the tongue is staid.” 

Along the shore to the right looms a like- 
ness of Napoleon’s Tomb, and a little beyond 
Josephine’s Tomb. 








Black bass 





Temple Bar, called the Gibraltar of Mead 
Lake, is a notable landmark along the Nevada 
shore and is next to arouse deep interest in 
the passing panorama. Quickly following in 
succession the purring motor pushes the 
floating craft through waters that wash the 
shores at the foot of the Virgin’s Fortress. 
Before reaching Gabriel’s Sentinels the craft 
glides past Pierce’s Ferry, a famous landmark 

















The magnitude of Boulder Dam as seen from the down-stream side is strikingly portrayed in 


the above reproduction. It also shows the generating power house wedged in between the 
rocky walls lining the Nevada and Arizona shores of the once turbulent Colorado River. 
Of course the three mermaids in their bathing costumes, posing on the rocks in the middle 
of the stream, are likewise strikingly easy to look at and lend beauty to the foreground. 





























Grand Canyon-Boulder Dam motor boats, carrying many passengers, now make the run up the 
river for 115 miles on regular tours. Here the pleasure boat is seen idling along beside 
one of the Nevada intake towers. Trips to the Sand Temples, Wishing Well Cove, Fortifi- 
cation Hill and the face of Boulder Dam are exhilarating year-round recreation. Annual 
runofts have gradually pushed the water mark higher up the concrete face of the dam. 
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on the Colorado. Gabriel’s Sentinels are 
definitely in the Grand Canyon country and 
the scenes are those of majesty and beauty 
and possess almost unbelievable color. 

Cleopatra’s Terrace appears almost like a 
flower garden in stone. Nearby is the 
Devil’s Still. 

Rampart Cave shows high up on the 
mountain side beyond. Several years ago, 
in this cave, a well preserved prehistoric 
ground sloth fossil was unearthed. This 
region is a notable cave country, for many 
Indian Caves still holding their mystifying 
secrets abound, and some can be seen by 
passengers on the swiftly gliding boat. 

Gradually the waters have changed from 
a blue to a deep green as the craft nears the 
upper terminus. This is particularly notice- 
able as the boat enters a small cove from 
which point Emery Falls can be viewed. The 
water drops over these falls about 100 feet, 
rolling over a stone ledge and spraying over 








Until Boulder Dam tamed the turbulent Colorado, gorgeous mountain scenery along the entire 


river's course remained practically unknown. 
variety now made accessible to the public by motor boat over a smooth surfaced desert lake. 


maiden hair fern, wild flowers, and small 
green trees. A spring two miles up the can- 
yon feeds the falls and, since its discovery 
some years ago by a pioneer Colorado River 
boatman, the falls have never been known 
to be dry. 

Beyond Emery Falls the craft approaches 
a mass of colorful rock called the Tower of 
Babel. Beyond this point the water in the 
river again shows a decided change in color. 
Its true character displayed in a chocolate 
brown is betrayed. It seems almost that a 
sharp line has been drawn setting the bound- 
aries of the lake from the river, for the water 
has again assumed the color of mud. This 
proves a signal for the pilot to slow down 
the motor and turn the boat homeward. 

In any event, the trip up the Colorado by 
plane, by power boat, to either rim by 
motor car, or a short excursion on the many 
trails by horseback, is a rare scenic treat 
youll want to enjoy again and again. 


The above scene is only a sample of a great 





























Boulder Dam, slung across the Colorado River between Nevada and Arizona, has made possible 
a variety of recreational water sports never before known or dreamed of in a desert 
country. This picture shows Jack Burrud, noted aquaplane expert, riding down Mead Lake. 
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